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Subject All these tasks are preparation for studying English A Level at WQE. Task 1 
for A Level English Language. Task 2 for English Literature. Task 3 is for 
English Language & Literature 
 

Subject 
Context 

English is all about the ways writers and speakers communicate to create 
meaning and to entertain, persuade or inform. We have three different A Level 
English courses, and there’s a bit more information later to help you decide 
between them, but all require you to read what other people have written, to 
understand the methods they’ve used to make their writing interesting and to 
produce your own extended pieces of writing.  
 

Estimated 
time required 

to complete 
activity 

4-5 hours.  

Brief outline 
of challenge  

You will participate in three activities where you explore a group of texts using 
a literary, linguistic and combined language and literature framework for 
analysis.  This will help you to consider the differences in approach between 
our three A-Level English courses.  
 
Location:  G07 
 
Time Schedule:  09:15 
                           10:15 
                           11:15 
                           13:00 
                           14:00 
                           15:00  
 

  

 

 



English Taster & Summer 
Task For Prospective Students 

 

 
Assignment 

details 
TASK 1 (English Language): Your linguistic fingerprints 
 
The aim of this task is to help you identify features of your written idiolect and your 
spoken repertoire and to adapt a text’s lexical formality.  
 
Your language is unique, like your fingerprints.  It has many distinctive characteristics, 
ranging from accent and voice quality to typical gestures and much-used phrases.  Idiolect 
is the linguistic (language-related) term for the unique way you speak.  
 
ACTIVITY 1: Identifying some of your spoken idiolect features. Note down your 
answers to these questions.  
 

• Do you have a favourite ‘filler’ that you use a lot when speaking– e.g. ‘you know’, ‘I 
mean’, ‘like’, ‘well’, ‘um’, ‘er’? 

• Do you have particular words for ‘good’ and ‘bad’? 
• Do you have words and phrases that you like and use a lot?  (What words/ phrases 

would people say were typical of you?) 
• Are there certain words and phrases that you avoid because you dislike them?  

 
People make different choices about the language they use.  When we are speaking, we 
may do this unconsciously.  In writing we are more likely to be aware of the different types 
of language we use in different situations.  This range of styles is known as a repertoire. 
 
ACTIVITY 2: Your written repertoire Number the following list in rank order: one for the 
type of writing that you like to do best, through to ten for your least favourite. 
 
 Tweeting  Essay writing 
 Diary writing  Letter writing 
 E-mailing  Texting 
 Listing  Creative writing 
 Note-making on a text  Doodling 

 
The texts in your written repertoire differ according to their level of formality.  When we 
choose words that are more informal we are altering a text’s lexical formality.  
 
ACTIVITY 3: Adapting a text’s lexical formality 
 
How would you convey this information if you were writing a text message to a friend? 
 
Please can you inform my teacher that I am going to be late as traffic congestion 
has delayed my bus to College.  
 
Write out the text message you would send. Note the language features and level of 
lexical formality in your new version of the message.  
 
ACTIVITY 4: IDIOLECT JOURNAL 
 
Keep a record over the summer of unusual words and phrases different speakers use. 
For example, yourself, your friends, your parents and your grand-parents. 
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TASK 2 English Literature: Working with genre 
 
This task is designed to help you think about genre, meaning type or classification of text. 
A genre that we study in English Literature is dystopia.  
  
Activity 1: Define the following terms (look up if necessary)  
 

• Dystopia 
• Narrative voice 
• Irony 
• Symbolism 
• Motif 
• Tone 

  
 
Activity 2: Dystopian texts. Research and list the titles of five dystopian texts. Include 
films, novels and / or short stories. 
  
Select one of your five texts and research the plot. Once you know the overall plot of the 
text, try and write a short summary paragraph which explains what you think the writer is 
trying to say about society and or humanity.  
 
Find and save some images related to your ideas for the above task. If you’re feeling 
creative you could make a montage of these to illustrate the ideas.  
 
 
Activity 3: Reading a short story  

Read the short story ‘Harrison Bergeron’ by Kurt Vonnegut (link below). 

 https://archive.org/stream/HarrisonBergeron/Harrison%20Bergeron_djvu.txt 

This link gives you a bit more insight into the story:  

http://issaquahhighkdean.weebly.com/uploads/8/3/2/6/83262826/harrison_bergeron.pdf 

Write a short paragraph explaining how typical this story is of the dystopian genre.  

Activity 4 

Try reading any one or more the books on our recommended reading list: 

E. M Foster ‘The Machine Stops’-short story 
H G Wells ‘The Time Machine’ 
Aldous Huxley ‘Brave New World’ 
1984 or Animal Farm George Orwell 
John Wyndham ‘The Day of the Triffids’ or ‘The Chrysalids’ 

https://archive.org/stream/HarrisonBergeron/Harrison%20Bergeron_djvu.txt
http://issaquahhighkdean.weebly.com/uploads/8/3/2/6/83262826/harrison_bergeron.pdf
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Anthony Burgess ‘The Clockwork Orange’  
J G Ballard ‘High Rise’ or ‘The Drowned Earth’ 
P D James ‘Children of Men’ 
Ursula LeGuin The Dispossessed 
Ernest Kleine ‘Ready Player One’ 
Veronica Roth ‘Divergent’ 
Susanne Collins ‘The Hunger Games’ 
Philip K Dick ‘Minority Report’ (short story) or ‘Do Androids Dream 
of Electric Sheep’ (the novel Blade Runner, the film, is based on). 
Cormack McCarthy ‘The Road’ 
Octavia E Butler ‘The Parable of the Sower’ 
Russell Hoban ‘Riddley Walker’  
Franz Kafka ‘The Trial’ 
Yevgeny Zamyatin ‘We’ 
Margaret Atwood ‘Oryx and Crake’ 
 

 

 

 

 
 
TASK 3 English Language and Literature: Literary and linguistic approaches  
 
Activity 1: These tasks are designed to introduce you to the poetry of William Blake, 
which we study in the second year of English Language and Literature.  
 
Research: Use the internet to research William Blake, focusing on his attitude to religion. 
First impressions: Read the poem The Garden of Love by Blake (this can easily be 
found online, for example here) and record your first impressions of the poem. 
 

Activity 2: These tasks are designed to help you think about how we apply linguistic 
(language-based) ideas to texts.  

Look up the terms lexis, semantics, semantic field, denotation and connotation.  

Below is an advertisement for one of the perfumes in the ‘London Rain’ perfume range 
from Jo Malone London. Annotate the text to show how word choice creates 
connotative meanings associated with ‘rain’ which will help sell the perfume.  

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/45950/the-garden-of-love
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LONGER TASKS – Please choose one of these tasks to complete.  
 
Task 1 
 
Read the following online article, which is about the way society views accents. Look up 
any words you need to e.g. accent, dialect, bias, prejudice.  
 
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20180307-what-does-your-accent-say-about-
you?ocid=ww.social.link.email 
 
Write a 500 word response to the article, answering the following questions:  
 

- What are FOUR of the main points the writer makes about attitudes to different 
accents in this country?  

- The writer says that “humans are very quick to judge a person based on accents”. 
What do you think about this, and do you agree?  

 
Task 2  
 
Write a 500 word analysis of Kurt Vonnegut’s short story ‘Harrison Bergeron’.  

Try to include the following:  

https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20180307-what-does-your-accent-say-about-you?ocid=ww.social.link.email
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20180307-what-does-your-accent-say-about-you?ocid=ww.social.link.email
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- Issues and ideas you think Vonnegut is discussing  
- Any language techniques you think he uses to help the reader understand his 

ideas. Use a point, evidence and explanation formula to support your ideas. 

 
Task 3  
 
Write a 500 word analysis: How does Blake present attitudes and ideas in ‘The Garden of 
Love’?  
 
OR 
 
Write a 500 word piece in which you persuade your reader to try something that you enjoy. 
This can be in any (non-fiction) genre you wish.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHOOSING YOUR ENGLISH COURSE 
 
We offer three A Level English courses – your choice will depend on what you most 
enjoy about the subject. All three courses are 80% exam; 20% coursework.  

English Language 

English Language is all about how language works in the world around us. You will study 
a range of different ways to analyse texts and conversations, including their grammar 
and structure, but also the issues and debates they raise. Topics covered include 
language and power, language and gender, child language development and language 
change. For the coursework, you will conduct an investigation into language use in an 
area that interests you.  

English Literature  

English Literature, with which you will already be familiar, is the study of plays, poetry and 
prose. We examine how writers use Literature to convey their ideas and emotions, how 
writers are influenced by events in their own lives, society and ideas prevalent at the time 
of writing.  We study a Shakespeare play, a pre twentieth century drama, pre twentieth 
century poetry and dystopian literature. For the coursework you will analyse the work of a 
poet and compare a play to a 21st century novel of your choice.  
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English Language and Literature  

English Language and Literature combines elements of linguistic and literary study. You 
will explore a wide range of spoken and written texts, using a stylistic approach to 
analyse and compare them. We study an anthology of non-fiction texts as well as a play, 
some 18th century poetry and a 20th century novel. For the coursework you will write your 
own creative piece and compare a non-fiction text to a novel of your choice. One of the 
exam also offers the opportunity to produce creative writing.  

 

Look on WQE’s website for detail about each course, and contact us if you want 
more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXTRA READING AND RESOURCES 
 
The following may be useful to help you prepare for A Level English.  

For English Language… 

‘Making the Leap into English Language’ – article from the English and Media magazine.  
Our Twitter feed @WQEEnglish. 
Word of Mouth Radio 4 series https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qtnz  
Oxford English Dictionary’s blog https://public.oed.com/blog/  

For English Literature…  

‘Making the Leap into English Literature’ – article from the English and Media magazine.  
The Ode Less Travelled – Stephen Fry (about how we analyse poetry)  
Novels you may enjoy (coursework possibilities) include Valerie Martin’s Property, 
Khaled Hosseini’s A Thousand Splendid Suns, Emma Donoghue’s Room and Alan 
Hollinghurst’s The Line of Beauty.  
‘How to study Shakespeare’ http://www.shakespeare-
online.com/plays/howtostudybard.html 
Browse through the British Library’s resources on Shakespeare: 
https://www.bl.uk/shakespeare 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qtnz
https://public.oed.com/blog/
http://www.shakespeare-online.com/plays/howtostudybard.html
http://www.shakespeare-online.com/plays/howtostudybard.html
https://www.bl.uk/shakespeare
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For English Language and Literature… 

David Crystal’s website www.davidcrystal.com contains lots of resources on studying 
language. Read this article this article, which explains the relationship between speech 
and writing, in particular.  
 
Significant speeches of the 20th century 
https://www.americanrhetoric.com/newtop100speeches.htm 
https://www.greatspeech.co/speeches-by-women/ 
 
Novels you may enjoy – see Literature list – these could also be chosen for Lang/Lit 
coursework. 
 
Articles about William Blake https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/videos/william-
blake-radicalism and A Streetcar Named Desire. 
https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/sites/default/files/streetcar-named-desire-workpack.pdf 
 
 

 

 

 

http://www.davidcrystal.com/
file://wqeic/fsstaff/staff/Hms/Downloads/English145%20(1).pdf
https://www.americanrhetoric.com/newtop100speeches.htm
https://www.greatspeech.co/speeches-by-women/
https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/videos/william-blake-radicalism
https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/videos/william-blake-radicalism
https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/sites/default/files/streetcar-named-desire-workpack.pdf

