
 

 

Update to arrangements from January 27th 2022  
  

 
Dear All,  
 
I am writing to you following the government announcements last week about the coming to an end 
of the additional ‘Plan B’ measures that were put in place due to the emergence of the Omicron variant 
of COVID-19 in the UK.  Having reviewed the latest guidance provided by the Department for Education, 
we are making changes to our approach as a result, with effect from Thursday January 27th. 
 
Face Coverings:   
The updated national guidance for further education providers no longer advises routine use of face 
coverings in classrooms and from Thursday January 27th this has been extended to no longer routinely 
advise their use in communal areas in a setting like ours. 
 
These may still be necessary where public health officials communicate a local need to us at some 
future point and there may also be certain exceptional situations where teachers consider it necessary 
to ask for face coverings to be worn. We therefore ask students to follow any staff requests respectfully 
on such occasions.    
 
Face coverings can continue to be worn on site if you wish to, particularly in crowded communal 
areas.  From this point we simply ask that everyone is respectful and considerate of each other’s 
choices.  Please also be mindful that some people are exempt from wearing face coverings and that 
exemption still applies where individuals  

• have personal circumstances including a physical, medical or mental health reasons and 
where it means that they cannot put on, wear or remove a face covering.  

• provide help to someone who relies on lip reading, clear sound or facial expression to 
communicate. 

You may wish to continue to demonstrate exemption by using a designated lanyard issued by the 
College and such circumstances can also be discussed further with our Welfare and Skills team.  
 
The requirement to wear a face covering on public transport (except if exempt) remains in place and 
so you should make sure you are prepared for this as you travel to and from college. 
  
Lateral Flow Testing:  
As the recommendations on face coverings relax, it is now even more important that all students and 
staff routinely take part in lateral flow testing. 
  
We already ask all staff and students to complete a lateral flow test twice weekly. Ideally on a Sunday 
evening and during Wednesday.  We are strongly encouraging all staff and students to keep up with 
this routine of twice weekly home lateral flow testing as this will help reduce the spread of COVID-19 
both at college and in the community, by alerting those who have COVID-19 but who aren’t showing 
symptoms before the risk of transmission increases.  We consider this a key responsibility and practical 
step that everyone can take in helping to minimise future risks of transmission. 
 
If the result of a test is positive you must let the College know by emailing covid@wqe.ac.uk   
 

mailto:covid@wqe.ac.uk


You should report the result, whether positive or negative, to the NHS Test & Trace self-report 
website: https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result. 
  
Doing this regular testing is an important part of keeping all the college community as well as families 
and others you have contact with safe.  However, it is a routine for all students and staff who do 
not already have any of the symptoms of COVID-19.  If you have any symptoms commonly associated 
with Covid 19 you must not come on-site at all, and you should then follow the guidelines to self-
isolate while booking and taking a test via the normal NHS Test and Trace services.   
 
Home lateral flow testing kits continue to be routinely available to pick up from the College reception 
areas.  You can pick up packs of tests and an instruction leaflet to explain how to carry out the test. The 
NHS advise that if you are under 18 years old, the tests should be done with adult supervision.   
 
In summary, it remains important to take two tests each week, one on Sunday and one on Wednesday.  
  
COVID-19 Vaccinations:  
The College continues to strongly encourages all students to take up the offer of a vaccination against 
COVID-19 and you can search here to  

• book your COVID-19 vaccination appointments online for an appointment at a vaccination 
centre or pharmacy  

• find a walk-in COVID-19 vaccination site to get vaccinated without needing an appointment  
 
If you haven’t had a first dose of vaccine you can still do this and are strongly encouraged to. A second 
vaccine dose is now available also and the current information is that people aged 16 or over are 
eligible for a 2nd dose.  Those aged 18 or over should have their 2nd dose from 8 weeks after their 1st 
dose, whilst most people aged 16 or 17 should have their 2nd dose from 12 weeks after their 1st dose.  
 
I want to thank you for playing your own part in helping to keep the entire local and WQE College 
community safe.  As always, your health and wellbeing remain our top priority and we are here to 
support and advise. 
 
With thanks and best wishes  

 

Paul Wilson  
Principal 
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