
 
 

 

 

Re: Updates and Rapid Lateral Flow Testing Feedback 

 

12th March 2021 

 

Dear Student, Parents and Carers, 

The College launched our onsite Rapid Lateral Flow Testing facilities on Thursday 4th March. 
Today will see the completion of 7 consecutive working days of sustained testing and it is 
clear already that our college community, of staff and students, have responded brilliantly. 
This has played an important part in supporting our safe return to teaching and learning 
onsite again this week. 
 
At the completion of testing yesterday afternoon, a total of 3274 student tests have been 
carried out and that has resulted in two positive asymptomatic cases being identified early, 
preventing unnecessary contacts or secondary risks to others as a result.  That level of 
engagement, along with the mature and positive approach to testing by students over the 
past few days has helped to keep our community much safer and while we all need to 
remain vigilant, it helps to provide important reassurance to us all as we move forward.  The 
staff involved in establishing and implementing these testing facilities have also done a quite 
extraordinary job, to achieve so much in such short time. 
  
In addition to on site testing, the distribution of staff home testing kits had resulted in 279 test 
results being returned by the end of yesterday and no positive asymptomatic results 
arose.  All staff have also been encouraged to keep doing those home tests at the 
appropriate intervals and they will continue to confirm results to us in the same way. 
 
While onsite asymptomatic testing is making a real difference, we also ask that you continue 
to use our dedicated Covid-19 contact line to report any symptomatic cases or isolations that 
are necessary due to household members who may have tested positive.  You can also use 
this to double check if you are uncertain about whether to attend, before doing so, if you are 
not certain.  That number is 0800 246 1777. 
 
As a result of the progress made so far, we are close to the next important stage, where we 
can begin to issue home testing kits to qualifying students.  We have just taken delivery of 
these student home testing kits and while these cannot be issued until three tests have been 
completed on site, once each student has booked and completed their second and third 
tests, we can begin to distribute these for twice weekly home use instead. So, please 
continue to book and attend those second and third appointments in the normal way during 
next week. 
  
The staff and I have been incredibly proud of how the student body have returned this week 
and their response to the plans we put in place.  This is reflected in consistently high 
attendance levels, as well as their generally mature conduct when making and attending test 
appointments and complying with our requests in relation to additional controls, such as 
wearing face coverings around the College and in classrooms.   
 
Thank you for your engagement and support during this quite extraordinary period.  It has 
made a real difference.  We are all hopeful of bright things and better days emerging ahead 



and it is already evident that students have benefitted enormously from being able to return 
this week.  That is something that has been noticeable in the vibrant, yet sensible 
atmosphere on campus and in our many informal conversations. 

 

Finally, I hope you have a good weekend and I very much look forward to us being able to 
continue these tentative and important steps towards greater normality next week, and in the 
weeks leading up to Easter.  

Yours sincerely, 

 

Paul Wilson 
Principal 
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