
 
 

 

 

Re: Student Return and Rapid Lateral Flow Testing Update 

 

5th March 2021 

 

Dear Student, Parents and Carers, 

As we prepare for the return of our students from Monday 8th March we concluded the first 
day of student Rapid Lateral Flow Testing yesterday, I wanted to provide a brief update on 
the progress with our preparations and to thank all those staff and students involved for an 
extraordinary effort to this point. 

Alongside the distribution of home test kits to all staff this week, we have prioritised the 
Rapid Lateral Flow Testing roll out to our students and this has been a huge 
undertaking.  Staff, students and parents have responded incredibly well to those plans and 
we successfully began the testing processes as expected yesterday, Thursday 4th 
March.  We deliberately limited the frequency of appointments on our first day to carefully 
monitor the speed, capacity and flow of students in the first day.   Despite our own initial 
caution in the number of appointment slots released, a total of 516 bookings were still 
possible and accepted for that day with 498 (97%) of these attended.  It is especially 
encouraging to note that no Covid-19 Positive tests arose during our first day of that testing, 
and the students attending for these were incredibly mature in how they engaged and took 
part. 

During yesterday we took the decision that we could confidently almost double the testing 
frequency and therefore the number of booking slots available from today.  The availability of 
those additional slots was initially communicated to all students who have a scheduled start 
on Monday.  By yesterday evening over 854 appointment slots had already been booked for 
today, with the booking system still remaining open throughout the day today also. The 
capacity has rapidly been utilised with bookings continuing to be made and appointment 
slots for early next week have also been added now. 

Our early analysis is that if actual attendance at appointments today remains at a similar 
level to those yesterday, even before the additional bookings that will have been made 
during today, this will account for around 80% of those typically attending on Monday 
mornings.  Of course, any additional bookings made in the remainder of today from that 
cohort may further increase that. The remaining appointments today now seem to be filling 
up fast and there is more availability into next week that is being promoted to those who 
have not booked in to this point.  We also recognise that some students are unable to take 
part for legitimate reasons, including being unwell presently themselves, having had testing 
in another form recently, or isolating anyway at this time.  

The processes appear to be running smoothly again today and appointment slots during 
Monday have now been released with priority to all students who have their first onsite 
lesson due to take place on Tuesday.  



The way in which our college community have pulled together, to participate in this process 
and to keep each other safe, has been impressive. It will very much support us in confidently 
having our students back onsite with us again next week. 

 

Finally, I hope you have a good weekend and I very much look forward to welcoming you 
back to the College in order to begin our next step to more normality, with staff and students 
here again from next week.   

Yours sincerely, 

 

Paul Wilson 
Principal 


