
 
 

 
 

 

 
                                                                                                                                   

 
18th March 2020 
 
Re: Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update  
 
 
Dear Student,  
Please also share this communication with Parent/Carers as appropriate. 

I'm sure you must have heard news of the most recent government announcements today regarding 
schools and colleges.  These included;  
a) an announcement that schools and colleges will need to close for most students at the end of this 

week  
b) an announcement that assessments and examination that were expected to take place in May and 

June 2020 will no longer go ahead 
 
These formed part of the Prime Minister’s evening update to the nation and the Secretary of State for 
Education’s announcements to parliament at broadly the same time.  The Prime Minister’s Statement 
on 18th March 2020 can be found here (PM Statement 18/3/20)  
 
A statement from Gavin Williamson, Secretary of State for Education also included an important update 
on assessments and examinations as follows; 
“We can confirm that we will not go ahead with assessments or exams, and that we will not be 
publishing performance tables for this academic year.  We will work with the sector and Ofqual to 
ensure children get the qualifications they need. My Department is working closely with local 
authorities, representatives of early years, schools and head teachers, regional school commissioners 
and bodies such as Ofsted and Ofqual about how to deliver this change as effectively as possible. And 
we will do whatever is necessary to support local authorities, settings, schools and teachers through 
the weeks and months ahead.” 
 
We understand you will now have lots of questions and concerns over what this might mean for you 
and as soon as we have more details about the government’s plans we will let you know.   Ultimately, 
we expect that arrangements relating to this will be communicated to us by OfQual and the Exam 
Boards. My advice at this stage if you were expecting to take examinations this year is to continue 
learning and preparing in the normal ways, as it is too early to assume that there will be no 
assessments or exams at all - they may be changed, or delayed or other methods used to determine 
the results to award.    
 
We are very proud of our final year students and will of course be doing everything possible to ensure 
you get full credit for all your hard work and the results that you truly deserve, to enable the 
progression that you have undoubtedly been planning for some time.  It is worth noting at this stage 
that OfQual have made previous statements that, if examinations are affected by the COVID-
19/Coronavirus crisis, they will ensure fairness in the way that awarding bodies manage the current 
uncertainties and challenges, so we hope to receive much more information in due course about how 
this will be achieved.  Their statement on 6th March 2020 can be found here (Ofqual 6/3/20) and this 
was updated on 18th March in response to the Government’s announcements and can be found here 
(Ofqual 18/3/20) 

In line with the changed guidance, the College is planning to be open for you on Thursday and Friday 
of this week and those staff who are still able to attend will continue to provide classes where we can in 
person until the close for students at the end of Friday 20th March.  Staff who are not able to lead 
classes in person will be guiding you to resources and activities as previously communicated.  We will 
provide further information over the next couple of days on our arrangements for continuing to support 
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you once the College is not routinely open to our students, which will be the case from Monday 23rd 
March, so please continue to check e-mails regularly.  As you will be aware from earlier 
communications, we have been preparing for this scenario for some time and our staff have been 
planning to continue supporting you and your learning at distance.  It is important to remember that if 
you have particular personal circumstances that mean you may need more direct or continuing 
support, perhaps with access to college facilities we will be doing what we can to ensure you are well 
supported.   
 
We understand that this will inevitably be an unsettling time for many of you and we will of course be 
doing everything we can to bring further clarity and the necessary reassurances, as early as 
possible.  In the meantime please take care and try not to worry. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Paul Wilson 
PRINCIPAL 


